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PROVINCE OF MANITOBA AND CITY OF WINNIPEG ANNOUNCE NEW 
$10 MILLION BUILDING COMMUNITIES INITIATIVES PARTNERSHIP 

 
- - - 

Revitalized Recreational Centres Will Offer Healthy Alternatives for Youth, Strengthen Neighbourhoods  

and Help Reduce Crime 

 

Premier Greg Selinger and Mayor Sam Katz today announced the Province of Manitoba and the City of Winnipeg are each 

contributing $5 million to a new Building Communities Initiative (BCI). BCI will fund local infrastructure and housing exterior 

improvements that will benefit older neighbourhoods, and contribute to the vitality, safety and health of communities throughout the 

city. 

 

"Stabilizing mature, older neighbourhoods by replacing or rejuvenating neighbourhood infrastructure, including many recreation 

centres and home exteriors, creates a healthier, more vibrant community for the families who live there," said Selinger.  "Revitalized 

communities also attract commercial ventures, creating jobs and offering healthy environments for all children and positive 

alternatives for at-risk youth.  It's the ultimate winning strategy." 

 

Combining matching funds from the province and city, BCI focuses on upgrading community facilities, parks and municipal 

infrastructure in ways that contribute to public safety and strengthen residential and commercial targeted areas.  Its goals include 

increasing community confidence and encouraging residents and business owners to remain and invest in their own communities. 

 

"Experience has shown that community revitalization and investment in projects that directly affect the immediate needs of families, 

their homes and neighbourhoods generates a pride in ownership of the community," said Katz.  "As the physical challenges are 

overcome with projects like safe play areas for children, improved recreational centres that provide meeting places and healthy 

opportunities for sporting activities for all ages, we encourage and support the positive social interactions that strengthens 

communities for years to come." 

 

The BCI has already approved 20 neighbourhood infrastructure projects that will be launched in the 2010/11 fiscal year. Several other 

projects are still in the planning stage. The BCI funding of $10 million will be shared by projects located in all 15 city wards. 

 

Projects are being selected through consultations with key stakeholders and communities. They include improving the condition of 

playgrounds, athletic fields, and wading pools; improvements to play structures, lighting, benches and pathways in parks; and 

enhancements to community centres and other community facilities. 

 

Program implementation updates will be posted on the City of Winnipeg's website. Links to this site will also appear on the provincial 

Local Government webpage.  
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Building Communities Initiative Projects 
 
The following is a list of initial projects receiving financial support through the Building Communities 
Initiative.  These are the first projects confirmed under the initiative as part of the Province of Manitoba 
and the City of Winnipeg’s $10-million commitment to rejuvenate Winnipeg’s recreational and 
neighbourhood infrastructure. 
  
Parks, Playgrounds and Community Centres 
 
Central Winnipeg 

Ft. Rouge Park Site Improvements   ($100,000) 
Spence Aboriginal Park    ($250,000)   
Orioles CC Playground & Site Redevelopment   ($100,000)   
Weston CC Site Improvements   ($200,000)  
 
South Winnipeg 

Ducharme Park Playground    ($200,000)  
St. Avila School - Water Conservation Project   ($50,000)    
Dorge Park Lighting and Site Improvements     ($50,000)   
 
North Winnipeg 

Garden City Collegiate Tennis Courts  ($150,000)    
Maples CC-  Basketball Courts    ($250,000)  
North Kildonan CC Upgrades   ($200,000) 
Tanner Tot Lot      ($75,000)   
East Elmwood Leisure Centre Site ($200,000) 
Weinberg Tot Lot   ($100,000)   
Newton Tot Lot     ($75,000)   
 
Western Winnipeg 

Peri Green Playground Redevelopment   ($100,000) 
Sir John Franklin CC Playground & Wading Pool  ($200,000) 
Pacific Dee Park Splash Pad   ($200,000) 
 
Eastern Winnipeg 

Winakwa CC Building Renovations   ($200,000)   
Southdale CC Facility Expansion   ($100,000)    
Transcona BIZ Streetscaping    ($550,000) 
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